
 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

It was lovely to speak with you all in our ‘virtual’ parents’ evenings at the end of 

last term to be able to discuss how your children have settled back into school and 

their progress. Thank you all for attending and bearing with us as we get used to 

this new way of working! We hope you all had an enjoyable half term break. We 

are very much looking forward to another term as we have lots of engaging 

learning to teach our classes. We also continue to be mindful of the children’s 

wellbeing, particularly with the news of the new lockdown which we know may 

affect everyone in different ways.  

 

‘What is the Difference Between Surviving and Being Healthy?’ 

At the end of term 1 we finished our third enquiry of the year where we learnt all about how to keep both our 

bodies and minds healthy.   

 

The children loved learning about food from different countries and cultures around the world and tasting 

healthy snacks – lots of photo-worthy faces while trying olives and grapefruit! They enjoyed using their cookery 

skills to create their very own healthy chocolate orange energy balls.   

 

 

 

In the final week of term, we created incredible healthy eating posters inspired by Pop Art using simple printing 

techniques.  

 

 

 

Where Does The Darkness Come From? 

 

We have now started our next new enquiry which has four linked States of Being – Scientist, Geographer, 

Philosopher and Engineer. So far, as Philosophers, we have asked the question ‘Why do Hindu’s celebrate light?’, 

we made Puja candles and read the story of Rama and Sita – which we will be re-visiting in the final week of our 

enquiry to write scripts and perform a shadow puppet show based on this story.  

 

During this enquiry, as Geographers we will explore the Arctic and Antarctic Circles where we will uncover that 

for months of the year it is light or dark all ‘day’. As Mathematicians, we will be comparing the daylight hours in 

different places around the world compared to the UK.  

 



 

 

 

 

As Scientists, we will be working scientifically to develop our understanding about light and dark. We will look 

closely at reflection and observe how light is reflected from surfaces. We will consider how shadows are formed 

when light is blocked by an opaque object. We will carry out an investigation into how the length/size of 

shadows change when we move a light source.  

 

 

As Authors, we have been looking at the book ‘The Dark’ by Lemony Snicket. We have 

been working on sharing vocabulary and discussing ideas about how darkness can evoke 

lots of contrasting feelings. Using the character of ‘the dark’ from the story we created 

charcoal drawings based on our interpretation of the character so far in the story. We 

have been beginning to learn how to punctuate speech and we have used these skills in 

writing a dialogue between Lazlo (the main character in the story) and ‘the dark’. Next 

week we will be moving on to writing short stories based on ‘The Dark’ which we very 

much look forward to sharing with you once complete.  

 

Home Learning Project Work 

To continue to support parents and pupils during times when school absences are likely, we have included the 

‘Knowledge Organiser’ and project-based home learning activities for our current enquiry. Again, these can be 

used as enrichment opportunities to support school-based learning, whilst they are not mandatory, pupils can be 

directed to these during times of absence to keep focus their attention and keep them thinking about their 

enquiry themes.  
 

 

RE Day 

Our RE Day this term will be focused on Christianity. On 17
th
 December, Year 3 will be 

exploring the question ‘Has Christmas lost its true meaning?’. We will be discussing 

what the true meaning of Christmas is to Christians and comparing this what 

Christmas means to us. Alongside this, we will be making wonderful festive Christmas 

wreaths. 

 

Coats and Uniform 

A quick reminder, as winter approaches, please can we ask that all children bring a 

waterproof coat with them to school each day to keep them dry and warm during playtimes. 

Hats, gloves and scarves may also be worn but please can we ask that they are named or 

labelled if not easily identifiable. Can we also remind you that children should be wearing the 

correct school uniform, this includes school shoes rather than trainers and the correct P.E. 

clothing.  

 

We look forward to sharing more of the children’s learning with you as the year continues. 

 

 

Heather Paterson and Jessica Vick 


