
 

Year 3 Learning Letter  
11.09.20 

 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
It has been lovely to welcome all the children back to Fairlawn after such a long time 
away and to see them so excited to start Year Three. They have all settled well and 
have been enjoying exploring their classrooms, getting stuck back into learning and playing with their classmates again. The 
children are all quickly getting used to the new routines of regular handwashing and staying within our bubble and we have 
been very impressed with the maturity with which they have taken to this ‘new normal’. We are both looking forward to 
learning more about you and the children during the fantastic year of learning we have ahead. 
 
Introducing Miss Vick 
Many of you already know Miss Paterson, as she is now entering her third year working with this cohort of children! As the 
beginning of the new school year gets underway, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Jessica 
(Miss Vick), I am delighted to be teaching Brunel Class alongside Miss Paterson who is teaching Guppy Class. For those of you I 
haven’t had a chance to catch up with on the school gates, I look forward to meeting you in the upcoming weeks. We have had a 
fantastic first week at school and the children have settled back into school life really well – they’re lovely children and have 
made me feel very welcome. 
 
Mornings/Pick Up 
As you know, there has been a change to the morning drop-off routine. Teachers will arrive on the playground and the gate will 
be opened at 9:00am for the children to come in. Please can we remind you to try and keep yourselves away from the gate 
entrance itself to allow the children to enter one at a time to have their hands cleaned and to maintain social distancing. If your 
child is being picked up by another parent or adult please ensure you notify a member of the Year 3 team at this time so we can 
make a record. The children will be taken into class at 9:10am.  
 

At the end of the day, both Year 3 classes will line up in the playground and teachers will send 
children once their grownups have been spotted. If it is raining we will keep the children lined up 
inside the school building and call them out one at a time. This is a very busy time and we 
endeavour to get children to parents as quickly as possible; we ask that if need to speak with a 
teacher at this time, you wait until all children have been dismissed.  

 
Mental Health and Wellbeing 
Our main focus for the first week back has been ensuring that all of the children are happy and settled 
back into school life. We know that the past year has been a challenging time for your children and we 
want to make sure that they feel safe and supported. Each classroom has a new ‘Calming Corner’ 
which children can use if they are feeling unsettled or worried. We have introduced ‘Worry Boxes’ 
where the children can leave us messages to explain how they are feeling or if they have any 
concerns. We are using the book ‘In My Heart’ by Jo Witek to develop emotional literacy and to 
encourage the children to talk about their feelings and we are having regular movement breaks as we understand that resilience 
and working stamina may have reduced. 
 
Morning Snack 
Year 3 children are no longer provided with free fruit through the school. If you wish your child to have a morning snack, please 
pack this into their packed lunches for them to have during our breaktime play. We ask that this is a piece of fruit or fruit-based 
snack.  
 
Lunches 
As you know, children from Year 3 onwards are allowed to bring their own packed lunch into school. 
Can we remind parents that we are a nut-free school and no lunch items should contain nuts for the 
safety of our children who have allergies. We also remind you that packed lunches must not contain 
chocolate, crisps or any drink other than water. Please see the Fairlawn School Packed Lunch Policy 
for further guidance. As of Monday 14th September, children will also be able to select hot lunch 
options during registration time. These will cost £2.40 and the charge will be added to your Parent Pay 
account. If you need aby more information about Parent Pay please contact the school office. 
 
Labelling and belongings 
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A quick reminder, please can all of the children’s belongings be clearly labelled as it will help us return any lost or forgotten 
belongings to the correct child. In the current circumstances we ask that you try to limit what the children are bringing into 
school to just their lunch boxes and water bottles. We are not currently sending anything home with the children and they 
should not be bringing items in from home so school bags are not necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 
P.E. 
P.E. lessons will take place on Thursday afternoons.  We ask that children come to school on Thursdays already dressed in their 
school P.E. kits as this aids with transitions; they will not need to bring in school uniform. P.E. lessons will be taking place outside 
during Term 1 so please dress your child accordingly e.g. tracksuit bottoms.  
 

Spanish 
Spanish lessons will also take place on Thursday afternoons. This 
term the children will be learning about the Spanish artist Juan 
Miró alongside developing their language skills. We will be 
celebrating European Day of Languages on Monday 28th 
September and Hispanic Day on Monday 13th October.  

 
Reading 
Over the next few weeks we will be benchmarking the children to check their current reading levels. We are currently not 
sending any books home but we will be using Bug Club to begin with. Please continue to read with your children at home and 
work on the skills of retelling and comprehension – particularly word meaning, inference and prediction questions to boost their 
understanding. We will be re-starting whole-class reading comprehensions in the next few weeks to develop their understanding 
of these terms and how to search for relevant information and answer different question types. We will continue to monitor the 
children’s reading levels throughout the term to ensure that they are moving up book levels when they are ready. 
 
Enquiry Schedule   
 
7th September– 11th September: What’s in a name? 
This enquiry focused on the historian state of being where each class explored their class name and why these 
names are important at Fairlawn and in Bristol. 
 
Guppy class learnt about the life of little-known Victorian Engineer Sarah Guppy and put their investigative 
skills to the test when deciding if she may have been the true designer behind the Clifton Suspension Bridge. 
They then used their own engineering skills to design their own ‘Cracking Contraptions’ – taking inspiration 
from Aardman’s Wallace and Gromit to invent machines that would make their lives easier or more fun! 
 
Brunel class recapped and learnt more about the life of Isambard Kingdom Brunel – a favourite subject from 
Year 2! They then developed their own engineering and teamwork skills, evaluating the bridges they made 
last year and trying to make their new designs even more successful by incorporating stronger materials, 
taking inspiration from the Clifton Suspension Bridge. 
 
14th September – 25th September: What does family mean to us? 
This enquiry focuses on the philosopher state of being where we will be thinking about our families and how 
they all look different. We will recap our school values, class charters and recognise that our classes and year 
group are like our school ‘family’. We will also be looking in to family histories in order to create family trees. 
If you have any interesting stories about family members please do share these with your children! 
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28th September – 23rd October: What is the difference between surviving and being healthy? 
This enquiry focuses on the artist state of being with engineering and scientist supporting states of being. 
We will be tying this enquiry into Healthy Eating Week (28th September) and National Baking Week (14th 
October). We will look at developing our artist skills through printing and will investigate how our bodies use 
food for energy and what foods are the best ‘fuels’ to keep us healthy. 
 
In our author: writing sessions for the start of the term we will be focussing on our school ‘non-negotiables’ 
for writing – letter formation, spellings, full stops, capital letters and finger spaces. We will recap joins and 
spelling rules that we learnt during Year 2 to ensure the children have a solid foundation. 
 
In term one our mathematician lessons will initially focus on place value of two-digit numbers, moving on to three-digit 
numbers. We will then move on to looking at addition and subtraction strategies for three-digit calculations. 
 
We will be out on the playground every morning and afternoon so please don’t hesitate to speak to us if you have any questions. 
For longer enquiries or to arrange a meeting, please contact the office. 
 
We are so pleased to have the children back in school and we are both very excited to be teaching Year Three this year, we have 
some fantastic topics coming up! 
 
Heather Paterson and Jessica Vick 


