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Dear Parents,  
 
We are both really impressed with how well the children have been continuing to settle into the new academic year. They are 
getting really stuck into all their learning and are enjoying all the new challenges of Year Three. We are really pleased that, so 
far, all the children are staying healthy and well and we can continue to keep the school open to all.  
 
Black History Month 
As part of our celebration of Black History Month this year, we have been opening ‘Black 
Mystery Month’ envelopes every day. Each envelope contains information about a 
significant individual from within our own community. The children are loving searching 
for the envelopes in the classroom and learning all about the person inside. We have been sharing the books ‘Let’s Talk About 
Race’ by Julius Lester and ‘Young Gifted and Black’ by Jamia Wilson to continue the discussion around race. Children have even 
been inspired to bring in stories from home to share with the class, a particular favourite being about the all-female Black 
Mamba Anti-Poaching Unit in South Africa! 
 
We were also lucky enough to be visited by the Sheba Soul Ensemble who treated the children to an interactive performance of 
Mkeka Straw Mat. The actors performed two traditional African tales: The Tale of Anasi and His Sons and the Tale of the 
Awongalema Tree. The children came up with some really insightful ideas for what they thought the morals of the stories were.  
The children then drew pictures of their favourite parts of the play.  

 
 
 
‘What Does Our Family Mean to Us?’ 
The children really enjoyed our second enquiry of the year where we learnt all about how we are connected to our family 
members and what they mean to us. The children loved being able to share stories about their families – we heard about 
relatives who were competitive swimmers, suffragettes, female front-line medics and even about someone who was born on a 
battleship and had their name etched into the ship’s bell! We used atlases and maps to locate the countries and cities in which 
our family members live or were born. We created drawings of flags to show the global diversity of our classes. We finished the 
enquiry by making 3D family trees which all of the children worked really hard on, coming up with various different ways of 
making them stand up.  

 
 
‘What is the Difference Between Surviving and Being Healthy?’ 
 
We have now started our next new enquiry which has four linked States of Being – Scientist, Artist, Philosopher and Engineer. So 
far, as Philosophers we have thought about questions such as ‘What does hungry feel like?’ and ‘Do we really mean it when we 
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say we are starving?’ As Scientists, we have already thought about healthy eating and food groups, as well as exercise in order to 
keep our bodies healthy. We have started looking at the human skeleton and how bones and muscles help support our bodies, 
protect our major organs and enable us to move around. We have completed obstacle courses to test our different muscles and 
thought about the impact of our energy levels throughout the day by completing a scientific experiment involving lots of star 
jumps!  
 
 
We have used our engineering skills to create models of our favourite ways to stay active out of pipe cleaners (bicycles proved to 
be quite a challenge) and as Artists we have created collaged images of food in the style of Eric Carle. Next week, we will be 
moving on to learning about different food from countries and cultures around the world and tasting and creating healthy 
snacks. In the final week of term we will be creating Pop Art food posters using printing 
techniques. We look forward to sharing pictures of these once they are complete. 
 
As Authors, we have been looking at the book ‘Happy – a Children’s Book of Mindfulness’ by Nicola 
Edwards. We have been working on sharing vocabulary and ideas about ways we keep ourselves 
happy, practising spelling rules when adding suffixes to words and re-capping expanded noun 
phrases, in order to start writing descriptive poems using ‘Happy’ as our inspiration. We will be 
moving on to instructional writing to create recipes and writing persuasive texts.  
 
Home Learning Project Work 
To support parents and pupils during times when school absences are likely, we will be including two new documents with 
each Learning Letter as we start each new enquiry. Firstly, our ‘Knowledge Organisers’ are intended as a summary of 
key learning from each enquiry. We hope these will guide and support your conversations at home. Secondly, we will be sending 
a selection of project-based home learning activities for each enquiry. These can be used as enrichment opportunities to support 
school-based learning, whilst they are not mandatory, pupils can be directed to these during times of absence to keep focus 
their attention and keep them thinking about their enquiry themes.  
 
Spellings 
As you know, last year we were sending home weekly spellings in books for the children to practise. In order to reduce the 
transfer of objects between home and school we are now changing this to sending home spelling lists attached to our learning 
letters. Please find attached the spelling rules and spelling lists for Term 1 and Term 2. We ask that you do assist your children 
with practising these as it will support the development of their writing. 
 
Coats and Uniform 
A quick reminder, as the weather is now changing, please can we ask that all children bring a waterproof 
coat with them to school each day to keep them dry and warm during playtimes. Can we also remind you 
that children should be wearing the correct school uniform, this includes school shoes rather than 
trainers and the correct P.E. clothing.  
 
We look forward to sharing more of the children’s learning with you as the year continues and discussing their progress at the 
upcoming Parents’ Evenings. 
 
 
Heather Paterson and Jessica Vick 


