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Please see our Reading Policy for information about Phonics and Reading 

Spelling  

Spelling is an integral part of the writing process. Pupils who spell with ease are able to concentrate on 

the content of their writing and the making of meaning. Whilst it is important to remember that spelling 

is not the most important aspect of writing, confidence in spelling often has a profound effect on the 

writer’s self-image.  

Teaching Approaches and Strategies  

We aim to equip pupils with the knowledge, skills and strategies they need to become independent 

spellers. Across the entire school the process of segmenting or breaking down words into sounds, learnt 

from synthetic phonics, forms the foundations for spelling. As stated in the Fairlawn Phonics Strategy 

teachers will underpin this method by following the teaching steps: 

“We’re going to practise writing the word cat. Count the sounds in cat (pupils use fingers to show the 

number of sounds) 123 show me! Yes, there are three sounds in cat say the word and pinch on the 

sounds.” 

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 the emphasis is multi-sensory linking the teaching and practising of 

letter shapes and patterns with the development of pupils’ ability to listen to, and discriminate 

between, the constituent sounds which make up a word. In the early stages there is a focus on rhyme, 

rhythm and alliteration. As soon as they are ready to learn their first sounds pupils learn how to 

discriminate and make connections between letter sounds used in reading and letter names used in 

spelling.  

Developmental writing is praised to give pupils confidence; pupils are encouraged to use the sounds 

they know and ‘have a go’ at sounding words out. Spelling may be supported through letter charts, 

simple word banks and picture dictionaries which pupils can access independently. In addition, the 

pupils learn how to spell sight words, and tricky words as listed in the National Curriculum 2014 Spelling 

Lists, to enable them to write fluently. In Key Stage One and Two pupils follow the Scofield and Sims 

spelling scheme and learn common spelling patterns and frequently used prefixes and suffixes. Weekly 

spellings are sent home to reinforce the rules being covered in class.  

Inclusion  

Where pupils have not yet made the expected progress in their ability to segment words for spelling, a 

targeted programme or precision teaching is required. The Nessy Learning Programme may be used for 

those pupils who need further support in spelling. Quality first teaching will be supplemented by 

focussed intervention led by a teacher or teaching assistant focussing on addressing gaps in phonic 

understanding. Individual programmes for teaching and support are drawn up as appropriate by the 

teacher in consultation with the SEND coordinator and parents if necessary.  

 

 

 



Writing  

It is important that pupils learn to write independently from an early stage and this is encouraged and 

celebrated from emergent writing in EYFS to independent author work throughout the school. In Key 

stage 1 and 2, pupils’ writing often emerges from a quality text linked to the current enquiry. The pupils 

familiarise themselves with the text and develop their author skills through immersion, innovation and 

invention. Pupils follow a broad curriculum for writing, which teaches and revisits different genres each 

year to ensure pupils become confident writers across a range of genres. 

Written and Spoken Language Aims  

• To provide a language rich environment that promotes a culture of reading and writing.  

• To promote ways of working within the classroom that encourages full participation of pupils.  

• To develop in pupils an enthusiasm for and a love of books, literature and writing that will not 

only support their learning across the curriculum but also enrich their lives.  

• To teach children the craft of writing in order to develop in children the confidence and skills to 

write well for a range of purposes and audience. 

• To ensure a solid grounding in grammar, punctuation, spelling and handwriting so that children 

can focus on experimenting with their creativity with language.  

• To value and celebrate diversity in culture and language, through the use of carefully chosen 

texts including those from other cultures.  

• To use drama and role-play where appropriate to immerse the children in the text and give them 

contextual experiences in which to learn.   

• To promote an interest in words, their meanings and developing a growing vocabulary in spoken 

and written forms.  

• To create opportunities for developing the powers of imagination, creativity and critical thinking.  

At Fairlawn, we strive to have pupils immersed in a stimulating language environment, where reading 

materials are presented in an inviting and attractive way and opportunities to infuse the pupils with 

language are fully utilised. Furthermore, within English lessons we create an environment which 

stimulates the generation of ideas and where all ideas are accepted and valued, thus taking away any 

anxieties about speaking and writing, and allowing creativity to develop. High expectations of children’s 

writing is a key driving force behind raising standards as well as a clear understanding of progression in 

writing. The development of writing cannot be seen in isolation from reading, speaking and listening. 

The best writers in the class are usually avid readers. Strategies for reading, speaking and 

listening/drama therefore form an integral part of our approach to writing.  

Key Texts and Class Books 

Teachers act as role models in their enthusiasm for reading and writing, and by keeping up to date with 

current children’s literature. Our chosen texts provide a stimulus for writing, opportunities for language 

acquisition and learning about the effect that writing has on the reader, and how the writer has created 

that effect. The text will also offer opportunities for other writing activities of different genre along the 

journey. Cross-curricular links will also be made, as well as the children being able to write for a ‘real’ 

purpose. The children will be encouraged to perform and publish their work when appropriate.  

 



Coverage  

In order to ensure thorough coverage and progression from year to year, the following genres will be 

covered each year: Fiction (narrative and poetry) and Non-Fiction (may include instruction, explanation, 

recount, persuasive, non-chronological report and discussion). There will be opportunities for extended 

pieces of writing several times a term, including three completely independent pieces over the course of 

the academic year.  

Teaching Strategies 

The following progression provides a model a sequence of lessons emerging from a quality text:  

Demonstration (Imitations and Innovation).  

The pupils work from a model text to demonstrate how to write each text type. Teacher demonstrates 

how to write that genre referring to the model and talking through their decisions, rehearsing 

sentences, making alterations and re-reading to check for accuracy and sense.  

Shared Writing (Innovation)  

Using the shared writing strategy enables teachers to model the writing process to pupils. In shared 

writing, the teacher and pupils compose text together, with both contributing their thoughts and ideas 

to the process, while the teacher acts as scribe, writing the text as it is composed. The purpose of shared 

writing is to model the thought process involved in writing and allow pupils to engage in and focus on 

the process. The teacher, acting as scribe, frees pupils from that aspect of the writing process so that 

they can focus exclusively on the thinking involved in writing. Shared writing is also a powerful method 

for direct teaching of key skills and concepts needed in the writing process.  

Guided Writing (Innovation and Invention) 

 In small focus groups, to act as a scaffold and intervention at the point of writing. Guided writing should 

be linked to targets and success criteria. During the Guided Writing process children assess their own 

work against specific success criteria to ascertain progress and next steps.  

Independent Writing (Innovation and Invention)  

Shared writing is usually followed by independent writing. A model may be at hand for reference as well 

as success criteria for the relevant genre. It is at this point that the most innovation and invention will be 

seen. The children will have an opportunity to develop/improve/edit their writing independently, with 

peers and alongside their teacher.  

Writing Books  

In Foundation Stage, evidence of writing can be found in Learning Diaries and later in the year, in a 

writing book. Pupils in Key Stages 1 and 2 have an ‘Author Writing’ Book. These contain all writing from 

English lessons including short burst writing and extended writing. It also include planning, story maps, 

pictures, sentence level work or any other pieces of work. In addition every pupil has a ‘Writing 

Challenge’ book which they will write in, completely independently, a minimum of three times a year as 

part of their record of progress. 



Curious City writing opportunities  

The writing processes outlined will be used to support writing in other curriculum areas e.g. explanation 

or non-chronological report writing in science, recount or discussion in history, and so on. This can be 

seen as an opportunity to practise and apply genres learnt in English lessons across the Curious City 

framework. 

Assessment  

The children complete three independent pieces of writing each academic year, which will be written in 

the Writing Challenge book’. This will contribute to the teacher assessment of writing. Formative 

marking and feedback is used constructively to develop the children’s learning in writing. (See Marking 

and Feedback & Assessment policies) We will review and assess pupils’ writing across the curriculum to 

determine the progress and attainment of writing, using the Venturer’s Trust Year Group Moderation 

Standards based on the National Curriculum Performance Descriptors. The English Lead will facilitate 

moderation of writing internally three times a year, across the trust twice a year and externally 

whenever possible to ensure assessment is robust.   

Handwriting  

The Cambridge Pen Pals Handwriting programme is used from Reception to ensure children acquire the 

necessary skills and practise to form letters appropriately and eventually to develop their own cursive 

script. Workbooks are used in each year group to complement direct instruction. All pupils have a 

handwriting target card which once completed evidences all the skills necessary to acquire the Fairlawn 

School Pen Licence.  

Liaison with Parents  

Parents are invited to attend information events in school so that they understand our approach to 

reading, spelling and writing. We use home/school reading diaries where parents can comment on their 

child’s reading progress. The diary has notes to guide the parents. Parents also receive regular letters 

detailing current English work and the children take home work to share with parents to keep parents 

informed and ensure that the work is consolidated.  

Roles and Responsibilities  

The Senior Leadership Team will:  

• Provide support by encouraging staff and praising good practice.  

• Monitor learning and teaching through lesson observations.  

• Give feedback to teachers following lesson observations.  

• Support staff development through in service training and provision of resources.  

• Monitor English in the school e.g. through lesson observations, termly curriculum walks and 

the scrutiny of children’s work, teacher’s planning, assessments and evaluations, data 

analysis. 

  

 



The English Leader will:  

• Ensure continuity in assessment throughout the school via moderation and lead practical 

staff meetings to support this.  

• Monitor English in the school e.g. through lesson observations, termly curriculum walks and 

the scrutiny of children’s work, teacher’s planning, assessments and evaluations, data 

analysis.  

• Keep up to date with new developments and keep the staff informed.  

• Play a key role in formulating, maintaining and reviewing the English policy.  

• Lead colleagues and be supportive.  

• Disseminate knowledge and materials.  

• Audit resources regularly.  

The Class teacher will:  

• Be responsible for the teaching of English as set out in this policy.  

• Provide planning and reviews for the Senior Leadership Team and English leader to have 

access to.  

• Provide samples of English work to the English leader.  

• Monitor pupil progress in English using assessment data and formative marking.  

• Plan work based on formative assessment. The monitoring and evaluation of English will be 

supported and challenged by the Governor with responsibility for Teaching and Learning. 


