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Introduction 

 
‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables 
them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a 
child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their 

future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own 
right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the 

foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they 
grow up’ (Statutory Framework for the EYFS DfE 2017) 

 
 Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. At Fairlawn  

Primary School we greatly value the importance that the EYFS plays in laying secure 
foundations for future learning and development.  In addition to this, we recognise that 
early childhood is valid, in itself, as part of life. It is important to acknowledge the EYFS as 
preparation for life and not simply preparation for the next stage of education. 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children from birth to the end of the reception 
year.  At Fairlawn Primary School children are admitted to reception in the September 
following their fourth birthday. 

 
Our Vision  
 
At Fairlawn Primary School, we focus on the holistic development of children and aim to work 
with families to ensure children feel safe, happy and develop the skills to become independent 
and curious lifelong learners.   

 
Our Aims and Objectives 
 
At Fairlawn Primary School, we will: 

 Provide a happy, safe, stimulating and challenging programme of learning and 
development for the children to experience as they begin their journey through 
school. 

 Provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will set in place 
firm foundations for further learning and development in Key Stage 1 and beyond. 

 Enable choice and decision making, fostering independence and self-confidence. 

 Use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping 
each child to achieve the full, individual potential. 

 Develop excellent relationships with parents and carers to build a strong 
partnership in supporting their children. 

 Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the 
requirements of the individual child, including those who have additional needs. 

 
Key requirements 
 
The overarching aim of the EYFS is to help young children stay safe, be healthy, enjoy and 
achieve, make a positive contribution and achieve economic well-being by providing: 
 

 quality and consistency, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left 
behind; 
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 a secure foundation which creates learning and development opportunities that are 
planned around the interest and needs of the children, informed by regular assessment 
and reviews; 

 partnership working between practitioners, parents and carers; 

 equality of opportunity ensuring that there is no discrimination and every child is 
included and supported. 

 
The guiding principles which shape our practice are grouped into four distinct but 
complementary themes: 

 
1. A Unique Child 
2. Positive Relationships 
3. Enabling Environments 
4. Learning and Development 

 
Curriculum 
 
At Fairlawn Primary School, we recognise that every child is unique.  We understand that 
children develop in individual ways and at varying rates. We want our children to be 
independent and self-motivated learners, encouraging the children to adapt their work, think 
critically and take risks with their learning.  
 
Our EYFS Curriculum: 
 
Our Reception classes follow the curriculum as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS) document. In addition to this, at Fairlawn, our EYFS curriculum:  
 

 Enables children to learn skills and acquire knowledge through play-based activities.  

 Is strategically planned based on the learning needs of our children. 

 Is reviewed in the light of national developments, relevant CPD and research 

 Strives to develop a love of learning 

 Ensures resources are engaging and appropriate to support learning at every stage of 
development.  

 Ensures all Areas of Learning are regarded with the same level of importance and are 
interlinked in learning. 

 Includes fundamental British Values to teach children a sense of self and belonging; 
enabling them to learn stay true to the values that make people good human beings. 

 Ensures that children learn to live together peacefully, with each of them playing a 
valuable role in the multi-cultural world in which they live.  

 
Areas of Learning  
 
There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational provision in the 
Early Years; all areas of learning are important and inter-connected.  These areas are split into 
‘Prime’ and ‘Specific’ areas of learning.  
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Prime Areas of Learning: 

 Personal, social and emotional development – this area focus on making relationships, 
self-confidence and self-awareness and managing feelings and behaviour. 

 Communication and Language – This area encourages developing competence in 
listening and attention and in understanding and speaking.  

 Physical development – this area focuses on the child’s developing physical control, 
moving and handling and health and self-care.  

Prime areas are fundamental and work together to support development in all other areas. They 
are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for 
building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 
 
Specific Areas of Learning: 

 Literacy – this area focuses on reading and writing. Children participate in daily phonics 
sessions following the ‘Fairlawn Phonics Strategy’, with guidance from the ‘Letters and 
Sounds’ document (DfE 2007).  

 Mathematics –this area focuses on developing skills through practical activities which 
focus on using numbers and understanding shape, space and measure. Children 
participate in daily maths meetings and teaching sessions following guidance from the 
Mathematics Mastery programme of study.   

 Understanding the World – this area focuses on children’s developing knowledge and 
understanding of their own environment, through learning about people and 
communities, the world and technology. It forms foundation for learning in the STEAM 
subjects as children progress from Y1-6.  

 Expressive Arts and Design – this area focuses on the development of the child’s 
imagination and their ability to communicate and express ideas and feelings in creative 
ways. It incorporates exploring and using media and materials. Creativity is fundamental 
to successful learning.  

Specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in 
society. These are: 
 
Characteristics of effective learning  
 
At Fairlawn Primary School, we ensure to consider the characteristics of effective learning 
throughout our everyday practice as we recognise that they underpin learning and development 
across all areas and support children to remain effective, motivated learners. In planning and 
guiding children’s activities, we reflect on the different ways that children learn and reflect these 
in our practice. The three characteristics of effective learning are: 
 

 playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  

 active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, 
and enjoy achievements  

 creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links 
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things 
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Planning 

 
At Fairlawn Primary School, the planning within the EYFS is based around topics which have 
stemmed from the children’s own interests. We follow an enquiry-led approach to learning 
which is based on questions developed by the children about what they would like to find out. 
To further support our planning we have a ‘Fairlawn Phonics Strategy’ (in line with the Letters 
and Sounds document 2007), Mathematics Mastery programme of study as well as a Curious 
City curriculum. These programmes of study and weekly plans are used as a guide for teaching 
and learning, however, they may be altered in response to the needs, achievements and 
interests of the children. We make regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this 
information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. The objectives which 
underpin our planning are statements from ‘Development Matters’ which can be found within 
the Early Years Foundation Stage document. Our planning guides both adult-led and child-
initiated learning. Our medium-term planning, based on different topics termly, identifies the 
learning opportunities the children will experience within each topic. It also outlines the 
intended learning and outcomes for children working towards the Early Learning Goals. 
The Early Learning Goals (ELGs) are the goals or targets for children to achieve at the end of 
their reception year. They will be working towards these goals throughout the EYFS. 

 

Direct teaching (Adult-led learning)  

 
Through adult-led activities we can introduce children to new ideas, provide opportunities for 
them to develop their skills and ensure that they experience all areas of learning in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The features of effective teaching and learning in our school are defined in our policy on 
teaching and learning. They apply to teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage just as 
much as they do to the teaching and learning in Key Stage 1 or 2. 

 
Features that are specific to the EYFS are: 

 the partnership between teachers and parents, carers and other settings that helps our 
children to feel secure at school, and to develop a sense of well-being and 
achievement; 

 the understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn, and how this 
must be reflected in their teaching; 

 the range of approaches that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, 
make appropriate interventions, and extend and develop the children’s play, talk or 
other means of communication; 

 the carefully planned curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by 
the end of the Foundation Stage; 

 the provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their 
interests, and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities; 

 the encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to 
develop independence and self-management; 

 the support for learning, with appropriate and accessible space, facilities and 
equipment, both indoors and outdoors; 

 the identification, through observations, of children’s progress and future learning 
needs, which are regularly shared with parents; 
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 the good relationships between our school and the other educational settings in which 
the children have been learning before joining our school; 

 the clear aims of our work, and the regular monitoring of our work to evaluate and 
improve it; 

 the regular identification of training needs for all adults working at the Foundation 
Stage. 

 
Learning through play (Child-initiated learning) 
 
Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In their play, 
children can be inquisitive, creative, questioning and experimental and will learn at their highest 
level. Playing with their peers is important for children’s development. 
 
At Fairlawn Primary School we understand that through play our children explore and develop 
learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. We know that adults play an 
important role in child-initiated play. They provide a safe environment for children to explore 
and test out their ideas; they model play and play sensitively with the children fitting in with 
their plans and ideas. The children are encouraged to try new activities and judge risks for 
themselves. We talk to them about how we get better at things through effort and practice and 
that it is good to learn from mistakes. They practice and build up ideas learning how to control 
themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively 
alongside other children as well as on their own.  

 

Assessment, recording and reporting of learning 

 
At Fairlawn Primary School, we undertake assessment for learning. We analyse and review what 
we know about each child’s development and learning and then make informed decisions about 
the child’s progress. This enables us to plan the next steps to meet their development and 
learning needs. All practitioners who interact with the child contribute to the assessment 
process. Within the Reception class we use two types of assessment:  
 

 Formative assessment: This type of assessment informs everyday planning and is based 
on continual observational assessment of each child’s achievements, interests and 
learning styles. Formative assessment may take the form of anecdotal observations, 
focused observations and other focused assessments e.g. sound/number, annotated 
examples of work, photographs, video and information from parents. Each child has an 
individual Learning Journey, Maths book, Writing book and Topic book in which this 
evidence is stored. We plan for observational assessment when undertaking our medium 
and short term planning. All of these assessments are recorded using ‘School Pupil 
Tracker Online’ (SPTO). We have regular opportunities for parents to come in and look 
through their child’s evidence books. We also ensure to regularly report achievements 
and next steps to parents when appropriate. Throughout the year we have two formal 
parents meetings where child’s progress can be discussed in greater depth.  
 

 Summative assessment: At the end of the Reception year the EYFS Profile is completed 
which provides information of a child’s knowledge, understanding and their progress. 
The Profile reflects the on-going observations and assessments which have been made 
during the year. Evaluations are made in each of the 7 areas of learning, assessing 
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against the early learning goals criteria. Each child will be assessed as either ‘meeting 
expected levels’, ‘exceeding expected levels’ or not yet reaching expected levels 
(emerging) in each of the 7 areas of learning. In July, a report is sent to parents with this 
information included as well as ‘next steps’ for reading, writing and maths in preparation 
for Year One.  
 

Teaching and Learning is monitored in line with the School’s Monitoring Policy by the English 
and mathematics subject leaders through lesson observations, pupil interviews, learning walks, 
learning talks and whole school work sampling. Other areas of learning and development in the 
foundation stage are monitored by the respective leaders on a rolling programme as outlined in 
the School Development Plan. The EYFS lead monitors teaching and learning across the 
Foundation Stage throughout the year, analyses the EYFS Profile data and reports progress to 
the senior leadership team.  

 

Transition 

 
Starting school can be a difficult time for young children; we therefore plan this time 
carefully to support children with the transition and to ensure it is as smooth as possible for 
each child so that they settle in to their new class quickly and happily. 

 
Starting Reception 
Parents of all children starting in the next academic year will be invited to an Induction 
Meeting in the Summer term (May) to meet their child’s new teachers, other key staff and to 
learn more about the Reception curriculum at Fairlawn. This is an opportunity for staff to: 

 
 To go through the school routines 

 Explain about uniform, PE kit and school dinners/ free school meals 

 Explain about holidays and absences 

 Explain the arrangements for the gradual induction in to reception 
 
Nursery Visits 
EYFS Teachers at Fairlawn will arrange visits to nursery settings during the Summer term as 
an additional opportunity to meet each child, in a setting that they are familiar with. It is also 
a good opportunity to meet with the child’s current key worker to gather information which 
will help their new teachers get to know them well.  
 
New Reception Class Induction  
In the July before they start school in September, the children have the opportunity to come 
in to Fairlawn to meet their new class teacher and some of the other children in their class. 
Parents can leave their child for a morning or afternoon session. This means that before they 
join their new class the Reception environment is already a familiar place to them.  
September Induction 
When children join the school, in Reception, in September the following procedures will apply 
so that they can gradually adjust to their new surroundings: 

 
 A staggered start is planned for the first two weeks and children will attend for a 

morning or afternoon session only.  A schedule will be provided in advance. 

 The following week, children will attend for a morning to include lunch.  
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 Thereafter children will attend the full school day unless Foundation staff and parents or 
guardians agree that it is not in the best interests of an individual child. 

 
Starting in Key Stage 1 (Year 1) 
Throughout the Reception year, each child’s involvement in whole school life will have been 
built upon; many of the teaching and support staff from KS1 will already be familiar people to 
them. They will have taken part in Key Stage and whole school assemblies as well as sharing 
playtimes with the Key Stage 1 children. In addition to this, during the summer term, children 
have the opportunity to meet their new class teacher and spend a morning in their new 
classroom, the Year 1 teachers come to visit for various story sessions and throughout the term 
the children are involved in lots of transition to year 1 activities.  

 
Safeguarding and Welfare 

 
‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are 

met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.’ 
(Statutory Framework for EYFS 2014) 

 
At Fairlawn Primary School, we understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare 
requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2014. 

 
 To provide a setting that is welcoming, safe and stimulating where children can grow in 

confidence; 

 Promote good health, preventing the spread of infection and taking appropriate action 
when children are ill; 

 Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of 
development and individual needs; 

 To ensure that all adults who look after the children, or who have unsupervised access 
to them, are suitable to do so; 

 Ensure that the setting, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for the purpose it 
was intended for; 

 Maintain records, policies and procedures required for the safe efficient management of 
the setting and to meet the needs of the children. 

 
It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on 
boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children 
with choices to help them develop this important life skill. We encourage children to take risks 
and highlight the importance of keeping themselves safe by teaching them how to recognise 
and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. 
(See Fairlawn’s Safeguarding Children Policy).  

 
Healthy Eating 
All children are provided with fruit and a healthy snack each day as well as being given the 
choice of milk. They have access to water at all times and are actively encouraged to drink 
their whole water bottle by the end of the day. School dinners are provided for free for all 
children in Reception. The menus and food choice options can be accessed online and need to 
be completed by parents and carers on a weekly basis.  
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Intimate Care 
 “Intimate” care is any care which involves washing, touching or carrying out an invasive 
procedure that most children are able to carry out themselves. However, depending on a 
child’s age and stage of development, they may need some support, for example dressing, 
wiping their bottom after using the toilet and changing underwear following an accident. In 
most cases, intimate care is to do with personal hygiene. 

 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) and Inclusion 
 
Children with additional educational needs will be given support as appropriate to enable them 
to benefit from the curriculum. This includes children that are more able, and those with specific 
learning difficulties and disabilities. Additional adult support may be provided for children with 
special needs, thus increasing the adult/pupil ratio. The school’s SEN coordinator is responsible 
for providing additional information and advice to practitioners and parents, and for arranging 
external intervention and support where necessary. 

 
Monitoring and Review 

 
It is the responsibility of those working in Reception to follow the principles stated in this 
policy. The Principal and EYFS staff will carry out monitoring on EYFS as part of the whole 
school monitoring schedule. The Teaching and Learning Governor will also be part of this 
process. 

 
 
 


