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A busy 2018 and our first 

Ofsted rating!

Unbelievably, we’re coming to the end of 

another school year. As the old saying 

goes, time flies when you’re having fun! 

It’s been a busy year for what is still a 

small school but the support we’ve had 

from parents and pupils has been 

fantastic. 

I hope everyone in reception has enjoyed 

their first year at Fairlawn - the PTA have 

certainly enjoyed having such an 

enthusiastic bunch of people to help and 

support our events.   

We’ve managed to squeeze in quite a bit 

since the start of the year - a Cary Grant 

film night, two children’s film nights, a 

parents quiz night and of course the 

Summer Fair. Phew!  Whilst all were 

brilliantly attended I think the highlight 

for me was the Summer Fair. We 

managed to avoid the rain and personally 

I’m a massive fan of all the traditional 

games like splat the rat and hook a duck! 

A huge thank you to everyone who 

helped at the fair with setting up, 

decorating the school, finding raffle 

prizes, donating soft toys, working on 

stalls or just coming along. All your help is 

hugely appreciated. 

It’s fair to say, we were all delighted with 

the recent Ofsted inspection, which gave 

a glowing report for such a new school so 

well done to Mrs Molesworth and all the 

teachers - we know how much work is 

involved.  We’re looking forward to 

welcoming another two reception classes 

this September. There are still a few 

places available so if you know anyone 

looking for a fantastic local school then 

point them in our direction and ask them 

to give the school a call. 

As we go into next year it’s worth 

reminding everyone that as a PTA, whilst 

we do play a role fundraising we’re also 

keen to do more events that reflect our 

school community. This year we’re 

excited that some of the children will be 

at St Paul’s Carnival on 7 July and we had 

a great craft stand run by Spanish teacher 

Miss Roberts at the Summer Fair where 

the children made bunting for the 

Carnival.  We’re also looking at a running 

a community arts project over the 

summer and into Autumn that involves 

running workshops for all year groups 

with poetry and lantern-making.  We’re 

also looking at displaying the children’s 

work in conjunction at the Winter Fair in 

December. 

I’d like to say a huge thank you to Marcus 

Munafo who will be stepping down as 

class rep for Year 2 this year. We’re 

looking for someone to replace Marcus as 

the class rep, who can come along to the 

odd PTA meeting and represent Year 3 

next year. 

I hope you all have a wonderful summer 

and we look forward to welcoming new 

parents in September. As always if you 

have any comments or feedback, then 

please let us know by emailing (insert 

gmail address here).

All the best

Kirsty Armstrong (Chair of the PTA)

Film nights - Boss baby and Minions

Our first ever Fairlawn Friday Film Nights 

were a huge success. The children turned 

up in their pyjamas and we supplied the 

popcorn.  We gave parents and children 

the chance to vote on the films they 

wanted to watch and in March we 

showed Boss Baby (which some of the 

parents seemed to enjoy!) and then 

Minions in May.  In total both these film 

nights raised a brilliant £353.09.

As the school grows we’re looking at 

whether we run different film nights for 

different age groups. 

Feedback from the last PTA AGM

The PTA Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

was in January, but will move to 

September so we can plan our activities 

for the year a bit further ahead. All 

parents, school staff and anyone with an 

interest in the school are welcome to 

attend. Some of the things we discussed 

include:

Putting up a school noticeboard  - this 

is now up in the school playground. 

Thanks to dads James Bayliss and 

James Peixoto for making this happen. 

Greening the playgrounds - we want 

to have more greenery in the 

playgrounds but before we can make 

any decisions there are plans 

underway to put in some new 

children’s play equipment in the back 

playground that needs to happen first.  

Our Headteacher, Mrs Molesworth 

will share the plans in Autumn and it's 

likely the PTA will fund some of this 

work. 

Playpod equipment - this has now 

been finished and built and is already 

getting lots of good use from the 

children at playtimes. 

Parents quiz night

Our second parents quiz night was a 

challenging event and congratulations to 

the Year 1 mums who were the worthy 

winners on the night! 

Although we only had five teams, we 

raised over £300. 

13 July 2018  - CANCELLED - film 

night 

End of  September - PTA AGM - all 

parents welcome 

19 October 2018 - Children’s disco , 

5.30 - 7.00pm 

1 December 2018  - Winter Fair,  2.00 

- 5.00pm 

Coming your way - Fairlawn Tea Towel

Keep an eye out in early July for the 

Fairlawn school tea towel. Every child has 

drawn a picture of themselves which 

you’ll find on the tea towel. 

You’ll be able to buy them from school for 

£3.50 each. We’ll never be able to get the 

whole school on a tea towel again so it 

could be worth a fortune in future! 

For new parents starting in September

For any new parents joining the school in 

September, as you can see the PTA has a 

fun and busy schedule of events 

happening during the year. We’ll be 

looking for two PTA reps in October (one 

for each reception class). We try and 

keep it quite ‘light-touch’ as we know lots 

of parents have busy jobs.  Anyone can 

nominate themselves and we’re looking 

for people who can:

Attend the AGM and PTA meetings (a 

few a year) 

Maintain an up-to-date WhatsApp 

group for your class

Keep parents up to date on PTA 

activities and events

Help  coordinate volunteers at key 

school events (cake sales, summer fair, 

winter fair)

Welcome new families joining your 

class

You’re more than welcome to do this as a 

team of parents if you want.  

Message from  Dave Copland, Treasurer

Well it’s been another successful year for 

the PTA with a whole host of events for 

parents, children and the wider 

community. This term the highlight was 

of course the Summer Fair which had 

great turn out. 

We simply wouldn’t be able to run events 

like this without the amazing support of 

parents pitching in to help with 

everything from hanging bunting, to 

making cakes and of course helping out 

on the day. Extra special thanks has to go 

to Miss Tucker  (soon to Mrs Cowdery) 

who kindly volunteered herself for 

parent pillory which the kids seemed to 

love! What a good sport! 

The Fair raised a fantastic £1040, taking 

our total fundraising this year to £2231. 

We’ve agreed that the PTA will provide 

£2,000 towards new books and 

furnishings for the school library. We also 

like to keep a little bit in the PTA kitty to 

fund smaller requests, such as the parent 

online safety event we funded in 

February and the noticeboard outside 

the school.  

One of the questions I get asked is what 

the PTA vs the school raise money for.  

And it’s a really good question. 

The reality is, that like lots of schools 

we’re facing funding challenges which 

might explain why some things parents 

see as essentials the PTA is being asked 

to pay for.  Each year the PTA and the 

school discuss extra things the school 

would like to do or have (new playground 

equipment for example) but that they 

don't necessarily have the funding for. So 

it might seem obvious that the school 

would have money for books for a new 

library, but this isn’t necessarily the case 

and why the PTA agreed to help.  Lots of 

primary schools simply don’t have their 

own library. The important thing is that 

PTA funded projects are agreed following 

discussion between us and the school and 

it’s not the school who decide. And 

equally, parents should be aware that 

they can bring ideas to the PTA for other 

things they’d like to see so we can feed 

this into discussions.  
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