
                             NEWSLETTER – 2nd October 2020 

            Curiosity—Respect—Responsibility—Resilience 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I would like to thank parents and carers for continuing to work with us in partnership to ensure 
children arrive and leave school safely. There is still a concern of the 2-metre rule not always being 
adhered to and as the colder weather takes over, with increased sneezing and coughing, it will be 
more important than ever to maintain discipline and respect each other's space and safety. I would 
kindly request that you do not arrive too early as this causes crowding near the entrance gates.  
 
Communication 
Thank you for the kind words you have written or expressed to us during the past few weeks - they make a positive 
difference. This is a new world for parents with children at school, and everyone in their own way is trying to do the 
right thing. As we know, the ‘usual’ systems and routines are not always possible, and we hope you appreciate that 
we will always do our best.  For example, we know how important it is to regularly engage with parents about children’s 
learning but sadly the pandemic has influenced many of the ways we can keep in touch.  We understand that the 
current restrictions limit our normal high level of interaction and communication with parents.   
 

Parents’ Evenings 
The school is currently working through plans to hold virtual parents’ evenings / 
meetings, and this is likely to be via MS Teams.  When we have the arrangements in 
place, we will communicate these to you.  In the meantime, teachers will of course 
contact individual families should there be any concerns or a need to share important 
information. 
 

Road safety and parking outside school 
I raised road safety in my first newsletter and still notice a number of cars pulling up on the zig zags and disabled 
parking bay at the entrance near the gate. This is both unlawful and dangerous.  Please remember the children’s safety 
is paramount and it’s important to respect the residents living around the school. The staggered starts and finishes 
allow for smoother traffic flow around the school, and parking bays to be more accessible.  Do consider parking further 
away and taking a short walk to the school gate. 
 
Children in school and their safety 
We continue to work within strict rules around COVID-19 safety in school. Distancing, good 
behaviour, handwashing and arriving on time in the mornings all contribute to a safe day in 
school. I know that most of our parents are also taking important precautions with their children 
outside school. When children display symptoms, parents collect children quickly and have 
followed the isolation rules. A huge amount of effort by parents and staff goes into not just 
keeping children safe, but also acting responsibly towards others. So far, we do not have any 
positive cases of coronavirus amongst our children. This may change and when it does, please 
do inform the school immediately so that immediate steps can be taken to keep everybody safe. 
  
WhatsApp, anxiety and emails to the school 
Please remember that we do not respond to information circulating on WhatsApp groups. Whilst many parents find 
these networks helpful, only information that comes from the school should be taken as correct and that is what we 
are accountable for. If we make a mistake it will always be rectified as soon as possible, and in good faith.   

A reminder that the children should not bring in unnecessary items from home and all 
clothing should be named. 
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Our staff team 
I would again like to thank the whole staff team at Fairlawn - teachers, classroom assistants, administration, technical, 
site and sports staff. It is reassuring to see the way they have skilfully managed the children's safe return to school and 
settling them back to learning. The environment remains very challenging for staff, managing uncertainty and working 
within restrictions. I am, however pleased to say that the team are meeting the challenges with a remarkable amount 
of resilience. The governors also wish to express their huge thanks for the efforts being made to keep the children and 
staff safe. 
 
Please accept my sincere thanks for your continued and overwhelming support and we wish you a pleasant weekend. 
Oh, and don't forget children’s coats and warmer clothing as the weather changes. 
 
Julie Molesworth  
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 


