
1 
 

                             NEWSLETTER – 23rd October 2020 

End of term 1 

            Curiosity—Respect—Responsibility—Resilience 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

It seems that the new format for Parents’ Evening appointments via MS Teams went 
extremely well with an uptake of about 95%.  If you experienced major difficulties with 
your internet connection, I have asked the teachers to arrange another time for you to 
follow up.  I hope the feedback you received was useful as we want to work in 
partnership to ensure children are happy and fulfilling their potential. 

 
Fairlawn Staff: There has been a few changes and additions to staff this academic 
year and due to the restrictions, you may not have had an opportunity to introduce 
yourself and say hello!  Please do have a look on the website to see the members 
of the school staff – follow the link http://www.fairlawnschoolbristol.org/627/staff 
 

 

As I write, I am pleased to report that we have not had a child or member of staff test positive for covid-19.  I feel that 
given the current context we have all done extremely well to avoid sending classes or staff home.  If I could ask for 
your continued support with all the measures we have in place, we can do our best to continue to keep everyone safe. 
The school risk assessment is reviewed weekly and currently there are no relaxations in the approach the school is 
taking.   

There has been and will continue to be some instances when children and staff will 
need to self-isolate due to family circumstances or contacts.  We will manage these 
scenarios on an individual basis but please be reassured we will keep you updated 
when action is required. 

We know that as the colder weather takes over, with increased sneezing and 
coughing, it will be more difficult for everyone to make judgements.  We will remain 
vigilant, talk to you and follow government guidance so please be understanding 
should we ask you to collect your child and get tested, thank you. 

 
At the end of this newsletter please find an overview of what to expect from the school in Term 2 should your child’s 
class need to be isolating at home. 
 

Admissions 2021-2022 
 
We begin to focus our attention on next year’s reception intake and will be offering virtual 
open events to encourage local families to learn more about our fabulous school.  Sadly, 
visits to see the school in action is not possible but we have commissioned a short video to 
show snippets of the children at work and play.  This will be on our website after half term. 
Thank you to James Bayliss-Smith for producing the video for the school. 
 
If you know of families who are interested in a place at Fairlawn, please do ask them to 
contact the school office by phone or email to obtain further information on the process.  It 
would also be helpful to know the names of siblings that are due to start reception in 2021. 
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Road safety and parking around school 
 
We are waiting to receive some ‘parking buddies’ to help support drivers in remembering that 
cars should not pull up on the zig zags and disabled parking bay at the entrance near the gate. 
This is both unlawful and dangerous.  The children’s safety is paramount and if you drive to 
school please allow enough time to park appropriately.  Again, do consider parking further away 
and taking a short walk to the school gate. 

  
Birthday Celebrations at Fairlawn 

 It’s nice to be the centre of attention on your special day, no matter how old you are!  Some 
parents like to bring in cake to share with the class.  At the moment, the preferred option is 
individual cup-cakes to avoid additional handling.  If you do provide a homemade cake the list of 
ingredients needs to be provided and it should be sliced ready for handing out.  All cakes must 
be nut free. Also, to allow parents the choice, cake will be given out at the end of the school 
day to take home.  No sweets are allowed as birthday treats in school.  

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 
We continue to provide opportunities for the children to share their worries and all 
classrooms have dedicated spaces for children to step away from the moment to manage 
anxieties.  We also encourage parents to seek support in these difficult times and have 
identified three avenues that you might wish to explore.  If we can help further, please 
reach out. 
 
If you’re seeking support with parenting, Families in Focus offer the following programme:  
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/33031/Parenting+courses+in+Bristol_.pdf/3701a6a9-5855-6458-
60e8-dfc8f01412b9 
  
If you’re seeking support for your own mental health: 
https://www.vitahealthgroup.co.uk/nhs-services/nhs-mental-health/bristol-north-somerset-south-gloucestershire/# 
  
If you’re seeking support for a child’s mental health: 
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 
 

Do have a restful and pleasant break, stay safe and we look forward to seeing the children on Monday 2nd 
November 2020 to start term 2. 

 
Julie Molesworth  
Principal 
 

 
 

 

 

A reminder that the children should not bring in unnecessary items from home and all 
clothing should be named. 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/33031/Parenting+courses+in+Bristol_.pdf/3701a6a9-5855-6458-60e8-dfc8f01412b9
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/33031/Parenting+courses+in+Bristol_.pdf/3701a6a9-5855-6458-60e8-dfc8f01412b9
https://www.vitahealthgroup.co.uk/nhs-services/nhs-mental-health/bristol-north-somerset-south-gloucestershire/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/supporting-your-child-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
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There have been several local schools that have sent home class or year group bubbles and it may be a 
matter of time until Fairlawn is in a similar situation.  This is not welcomed by anyone.  We continue to 
do our best with preventative and protective measures that are outlined in our risk assessment.  To 
help in keeping you updated, the following table outlines how we will endeavour to support you and 
your children in periods of isolation.  Please remember that if classes or year groups are sent home, 
then the staff will also be isolating at home.  

 

Term 2, 2020 
Remote learning supported but largely offline 

 

Aim Process 

Clear point of contact for pupils and homes eSchools platform – all children have logins 

Clear timetable and routines established for all Class teacher will post this on eSchools 

Links made between on-site learning and 
remote education 

This will be applicable to children who are 
isolating due to non-school related infection, 
not when whole classes are isolating. 

Continue with focused activities Class teacher will post an overview of the work 
to be covered for the week 

Paper based resource packs, e.g. Schofield and 
Sims spelling and Penpals handwriting 
workbooks  

When appropriate resources will be distributed  

Reference to some online resources Class teachers will recommend links to 
approved websites / online resources to 
support the curriculum 

Consolidating previously taught content Class teachers will provide guidance on how 
children can consolidate areas of learning that 
were covered previously 

Week by week contact with students Check-ins by class teachers via eSchools will be 
made or by phone  

Continue regular reading All children have logins for Bug Club books  

 

Venturers Trust is working with its schools to develop IT systems that will support more versatility in 
using online platforms.  Fairlawn will keep you updated as this forms part of our blended learning 
approach. 


