


Fairlawn Primary School

CORE VALUES

Respect
Show good mannerS to everyone

Responsibility
Care for everyone and everything

cuRiosity
Be ready to learn 

Resilience
Keep on trying

our viSion: holiStiC development and aCademiC 
SuCCeSS for all Children



WELCOmE 
To Fairlawn Primary School

From The PrinciPal
Opened in September 2015, 
Fairlawn Primary School is  
very proud to continue the 
long history of educating 
children in the magnificent 
buildings that were once a 
Victorian grammar school.  
The extensive modernisation 

of our facilities ensure that families and children in the  
area have access to outstanding facilities that support a 
21st century education. 

Our children’s well-being is at the heart of everything we 
do and a strong sense of partnership between school 
and family aims to bring out the very best in the children. 
Caring, experienced and professional staff provide an 
engaging environment and make learning enjoyable and 

purposeful which enables our children to be successful 
and feel happy to explore and experiment.

The school day is designed to build confidence and skills 
in all aspects of child development. We feel that time spent 
in the playground or the dining hall is just as valuable as 
lessons in the classrooms. Fairlawn is a very special place 
where children are encouraged to take part in a wide 
variety of enriching opportunities including clubs, trips and 
performances. 

Fairlawn Primary School is a diverse and developing 
school with the strong support of dedicated governors 
and an active PTA (Parents and Teachers Association). The 
community is thriving and we invite you to visit and find 
out more for yourself.

Julie Molesworth, Principal
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ParT oF VenTUrerS TrUST



In the bright spacious Fairlawn buildings, teaching 
focuses on nurturing the character, mind and resilience of 
the whole child which is underpinned by the core beliefs 
and values of our school. 

An innovative and creative curriculum has been 
designed to develop a deep passion for learning and 
foster curiosity in this ever-changing world. As a primary 
school we are unique in having a focus towards science, 
technology, engineering, art/design and mathematics 
(STEAM) with a well-resourced, dedicated space. 
Alongside the teaching of English, Spanish and the 
humanities, the children start at an early stage to see 
connections and enjoy the excitement of new topics and 
interesting projects. 

The early development of reading, writing and maths 
is very important and is carefully monitored so that all 

our children are equipped with the ability and skills to 
support their wider learning. Music, singing, physical 
education and drama are all woven into the curriculum; 
specialist teachers support the school in these areas and 
assist in the preparation of whole school events. 

Teachers use a range of teaching styles and strategies 
to help all children to make good progress. With strong 
subject knowledge and knowing the children well, 
teachers are able to adapt the curriculum to meet the 
needs of groups and individuals. 

The school is a fun place to be and memorable 
experiences help to inspire young minds, such as visits  
to the SS Great Britain, Slimbridge Wetland Centre,  
a walk to the local library, listening to the adventures 
of a wildlife photographer, or simply playing in the 
stimulating early years playground.
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an eXciTinG worlD oF

LEARNING
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Parents and carers are the most important people in their 
children’s early lives. Children learn about the world and 
their place in it through conversations, play activities, and 
routines with parents and families. At Fairlawn Primary 
School we work closely with our families to support 
children as they start their journey into primary school. 

The transition into school can be an anxious time and 
care is taken to help you and your child. From our first 
contact we will support you to understand the process 
of admissions and invite you to visit or attend an 
information evening where you can speak to staff and 
meet other families.

We encourage parents to come along to ‘Stay and Play’ 
sessions or to workshops where we can share our approach 

to different areas of learning. Phonics, reading and maths 
sessions have proved very helpful to many of our families.

Keeping in touch is very important and teachers will greet 
you every morning and at the end of the day. These brief 
exchanges allow us to share valuable information however 
you will find our regular parent evenings more informative 
on your child’s progress and development. The staff will 
also share an online resource where you can upload 
pictures and make comments that help us to get to know 
your child even better.

The children have very busy days and to keep you up to 
date on events and your child’s learning, regular learning 
letters and newsletters are sent home. You’ll be amazed by 
just how much they do!
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StARtING 
SChOOL

a ParTnerShiP wiTh ParenTS anD carerS 



LIfE
aT Fairlawn Primary School

a ShareD UnDerSTanDinG
The school community is a special strength at Fairlawn 
and our school values help us to bring everyone together 
with a shared understanding. Through our assemblies 
and the PSHEE (Personal, Social, Health and Emotional 
Education) programme, our children begin to understand 
themselves and the world around them. Children learn 
right from wrong and make good choices and support 
those around them. 

PlayinG anD learninG 
We value the time children spend outside the classroom, 
not only as a break from lessons but to encourage 
them to use their imagination and learn the social skills 
of sharing and taking turns. We have invested in the 
philosophy behind our outdoor ‘PlayPod’ equipment, 
giving the children the necessary tools to learn, explore 
and be creative in their play.

recoGniSinG achieVemenT
We believe it is important to recognise children’s 
achievements whether they are academic, social or in their 
demonstration of the school values. The Achievement 
Tree display in each classroom portrays the steady growth 
of the collective achievements of individual children. 
This display is a strong feature in encouraging positive 
behaviours both in and out of the classroom.

celebraTinG SUcceSS
We have regular celebration assemblies where children 
are awarded certificates by the Principal and individuals 
are recognised for their effort, achievements and 
contributions. An emphasis is placed on acknowledging 
positive behaviour based on the school values. 

healThy eaTinG
A range of healthy and nutritious meals is available daily 
including a wide variety of ethnic and dietary foods. Our 
kitchen staff support our healthy eating policy and even 
bake our bread on-site. Lunch is a social occasion and 
children are encouraged to chat, make new friends and 
enjoy each other’s company. 

breakFaST anD aFTer School clUbS
These clubs are available if families require high quality 
provision outside of normal school hours. Children will 
have a nutritious breakfast to start their busy day and 
there is always plenty of fun and activity during the After 
School Club.

holiSTic DeVeloPmenT anD acaDemic SUcceSS For all
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LEARNING

acaDemic achieVemenT 
anD ProGreSS
Fairlawn Primary School is committed to improving the 
amount and rate of progress that children make, regardless 
of their starting points. We select talented teachers and invest 
in well qualified teaching assistants who deliver high quality 
intervention programmes. Our staff make regular checks 
on how each child is doing and tailor their teaching and 
support to the individual to ensure that every one of them is 
able to make the most of their potential. We regularly share 
the progress made by children with parents and carers both 
informally and formally.

moST able
Fairlawn Primary School is committed to providing a high 
quality, challenging and relevant education for each of 
our children. This extends to our most able and talented 
children who are stretched and developed through 
opportunities and activities tailored to their interests, 
needs and abilities. 

meeTinG inDiViDUal neeDS: 
PerSonaliSeD learninG
We recognise that everyone is an individual and we aim 
to cater to the learning needs of each child. Underpinning 
our learning support strategies is a clear knowledge and 
understanding that early intervention is the most effective 
way. This may involve the class teacher making small 
adjustments, seeking the support of specialists or using the 
latest technology. The input from parents and carers will 
always be sought to assist us in our planning.

home learninG
The judicious use of regular home learning is used to support 
children’s progress and secure the very best results for our 
children. It helps reinforce and consolidate the work carried 
out in class and therefore supports the cycle of learning. 
In Key Stage 2 the amount of home learning increases 
and encourages the development of self-discipline and 
independence. Class teachers will always ensure that home 
learning is manageable and appropriate for all children.
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The focus on STEAM subjects allows our teachers to be 
creative in their curriculum design and deliver exciting 
themes, topics and projects for the children. Participating 
in the Primary Engineers’ Programme brings ‘real-life’ 
engineers into the classroom offering the perfect vehicle 
to combine aspects of the curriculum, develop deep 
learning and build team-working. Bristol is a hub for 
science and technology and provides the school with 
easy access to some amazing international projects like 
Bloodhound, the supersonic land vehicle. 

The teaching of Spanish starts in the Reception year and is 
embedded across the wider curriculum. We strongly believe 
that learning a language at a young age helps children to 
understand and appreciate the diversity of different cultures 
but also gives them the skills and ability to go on to enjoy 
other languages. The children love their Spanish lessons and 
can even be heard singing in Spanish too! 

Fairlawn Primary School has a strong commitment to the 
enjoyment and participation in music. The school piano was an 
early acquisition and the music curriculum is enthusiastically 
delivered by teachers who are passionate about music. The 
children participate in specialist workshops both at Fairlawn 
and alongside other local primary schools in venues across the 
city. Individual music lessons start from Year 2.

Drama is also valued and children attend local theatres as 
well as having performances and workshops delivered to 
them in school. Our staging, lights and sound system are all 
in place for first class performances!

The benefits of a healthy lifestyle are reflected at Fairlawn in 
the time dedicated to physical education, outdoor play and 
sport. With specialist teachers building our provision we 
have confidence that the children will enjoy learning new 
skills whilst taking part in games and competitive sports. 
Our PE specialist teaches a range of physical skills which 
also includes dance.

SPecialiST

SUBJECtS
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Children take part in our co-curricular activities which 
involves a range of inspirational and exciting activities. 
They learn new skills, discover new talents, learn to work 
as team members and build confidence as individuals. 
The list of activities varies from term to term but always 
includes something for everyone.

Through our STEAM focussed curriculum many 
enrichment activities are linked with our local partnerships 
with Rolls Royce, Airbus and our co-sponsors the 
University of Bristol. We also welcome parents and 

community members into school to share their talents 
or experiences with the children. The children can learn a 
tremendous amount from the people around them. 

Within easy walking distance of St Werburghs City Farm 
the children are always keen to head to the Forest School 
or the farm. This outdoor facility is a safe environment in 
which the children can have mini-beast adventures, try 
natural bush crafts and be involved in outdoor learning 
activities. It is one of the highlights in the calendar.

co-cUrricUlar anD  

ENRIChmENt
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PUPIL VOICE

memorable 

EXPERIENCES

Our School Council involves our pupils in the decision 
making process of their school. They are essential in 
ensuring that children’s voices are both heard and acted 
upon. We use Pupil Voice questionnaires to help inform 

changes in our school as it develops.  As Fairlawn Primary 
School grows, our School Council will contribute to wider 
areas such as fundraising and achieving both Healthy 
Schools and Eco Schools status.

School life is made up of many memorable experiences 
from which we learn and some of these lie at the heart of 
our future educational or work choices.  

At Fairlawn Primary School we aim to bring the curriculum 
alive by including memorable moments that may have a 
significant impact short term but also in the long term.   
We never underestimate the influence of experiences like 
a trip to the theatre and seeing a professional stage with 
all the amazing costumes for the first time, could have on a 
young person. Or, visiting the Science Museum and being 
intrigued and amazed by how things work!  Some of the 
most enjoyable days for Fairlawn children are spent at the 
Forest School where the freedom to be curious to explore is 
seen as just part of learning.

We recognise that the primary school years are extremely 
important and we strive to make these interesting, exciting 
and valuable in successfully shaping our children’s futures.  
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a biT more

ABOUt US
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oUr SPonSorS
The work of Venturers Trust is made possible through the outstanding support and expertise provided by our sponsors  
the Society of Merchant Venturers and the University of Bristol and is brought to life by an excellent staff team. The sponsors 
are the key to the success of Fairlawn Primary School and are what makes our school unique. They are an essential part of 
our vision, able to give our students exceptional chances, experiences and opportunities unavailable elsewhere.

The Society of Merchant Venturers

The Society of Merchant Venturers (SMV) is a philanthropic 
organisation whose increasingly diverse membership 
works with and supports people and communities from 
the wider Bristol area through education, care for older 
people, charitable giving and social enterprise.

In education, SMV’s simple but highly ambitious vision is 
to transform the life-chances of students from the richly 
diverse set of schools within Venturers Trust, both during 
their educational journey and beyond. 

The Society’s expertise in education spans more than four 
centuries and today, the commitment is practical as well 
as financial, with many of its members taking active roles 
in the governance of Venturers Trust and the wide range 
of schools within the Trust. 

SMV firmly believes there is nothing more important 
to the health of our communities than outstanding 
education and training in life skills for young people.

University of Bristol 

The University of Bristol ranks as one of the top 10 
universities in the United Kingdom. It is actively 
involved in the governance of our schools and in the 
development of the curriculum and allows our students 
and staff to access its excellent facilities. 

The university also offers support in other areas such 
as student mentoring, subject expertise, higher degree 
and research opportunities for staff at Venturers Trust 
and an innovative, exciting and inclusive programme 
for students as part of the university’s commitment to 
widening participation and access to higher education.

The university provides extensive support and 
opportunities for our Sixth Forms including 
scholarships, preferential offers of grades to gain a 
place, with the additional possibility of bursaries to 
support undergraduate degree studies.

Fairlawn Primary School is part of Venturers Trust  
(a multi-academy trust) which benefits from having  
expertise in running different types of state-funded schools. 
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Fairlawn Road, Montpelier,  
Bristol, BS6 5JL

Tel: 0117 955 3914 
Email: info@fairlawnschoolbristol.org

fairlawnschoolbristol.org


